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NIKKI DUMBRELL, WANTFA

COULD we be missing out on
productivity gains and long-
term benefits by ignoring
some important conservation
agriculture principals? 

The WANTFA Long-term
Cropping Systems and Soils
Day on Thursday, September
25, at Cunderdin will show-
case the highly regarded
Long Term No-Till Farming
Systems Project and associ-
ated research from collabo-
rating scientists. 

The project, which is fund-
ed by the Grains Research
and Development
Corporation (GRDC) is now in
its eighth year looking at the
long-term benefits of key
conservation agriculture
principles including crop
residue retention, diverse
rotations, minimal soil distur-
bance and controlled traffic. 

While WANTFA research tri-
als continue to focus on the
best management of no-
tillage systems, increasing
crop growth and grain yields
also requires us to under-
stand and adapt our systems

for an increasingly variable
climate. 

Realising this, the WANTFA
long-term site now hosts two
carbon farming projects
funded by the Australian
Government. 

One of these projects is
assessing the effectiveness
of applying pelletised manure
to soils at seeding time to
improve crops yields and
increase soil carbon. 

This project will be show-
cased at the field day on
September 25. 

This field day is an opportu-
nity for us to invite
researchers to share their
work and highlight any key
findings that may help to
inform further research and
farm management in the
region. 

The event is a great oppor-
tunity for key stakeholders to
learn about the research at
the site and an opportunity to
ask questions of the scien-
tists conducting research on
everything from rotations and
stubble management to nutri-
ent cycling and plant avail-
able water capacity in the
soil, to insects and diseases.
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